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Beach Access and Dune Protection Plan Review Ad Hoc Committee



Recap

Composed of Galveston residents appointed by City Council. 
(Vacant position expected to be filled at July 26 City Council meeting)

Purpose of committee: review the City of Galveston’s Beach 

Access and Dune Protection Plan and provide recommendations 

to applicable Boards, Commissions or Committees, including the 

Planning Commission and City Council.



Drivers

• the management and use of the public beach,

• the care and protection of sand dunes, and

• to reduce public expenditures for erosion and storm damage losses

References:

• Texas Natural Resources Code, Chapter 61: Use and Maintenance of Public 
Beaches

• Texas Natural Resources Code, Chapter 63: Dunes

• Texas Administrative Code, Title 31, Part 1, Chapter 15: Coastal Area Planning

• Includes Rule 15 § 17 that requires local governments to adopt an Erosion Response Plan

State law requires local governments along the Texas Coast to adopt a plan that

addresses the following:

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/NR/htm/NR.63.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/NR/htm/NR.63.htm
https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.ViewTAC?tac_view=5&ti=31&pt=1&ch=15&sch=A&rl=Y
https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=31&pt=1&ch=15&rl=17


Method of Updating Plan
1) Ad Hoc Committee Develops Recommendations

2) Recommendations Presented to Planning Commission for Consideration and Review

3) Planning Commission Votes on their Recommendation to City Council

4) City Council Presented with Ad Hoc Committee and Planning Commission 

Recommendations

5) City Council Votes to Approve Draft Plan

6) Draft Plan Submitted to General Land Office (GLO) for Review

7) Draft Plan is Submitted to the Texas Register for Public Comment

8) GLO Certifies Draft Plan to be Compliant with State Law

9) Once Draft Plan is Approved by GLO, Can Be Adopted and Implemented by the City



Considerations

Example:

Existing Rule in CoG Plan:

Landward of 200-feet from line of vegetation, reinforced concrete allowed under the habitable structure and

for driveways.

Variance requested:

Allow concrete sidewalk/path to extend from a stair landing to the nearest right-of-way, driveway, or ground

floor slab.

Reasoned justification:

Provided an equal amount of impervious cover shall be deducted from the allowable driveway area.
1 31 Tex. Admin. Code § 15.3(o)

Variances from state law requirements or prohibitions are allowed1,

however a “reasoned justification” must be provided.



Considerations

 Be located as close to the public beach as practicable

 Satisfy the parking area requirement (one space per fifteen feet of linear beach)

 Promote accessibility to the beach for persons with disabilities

 Be unrestricted with no obstructions or barricades that would interfere with the free unrestricted right
of the public to legally enter or leave any public beach or use the beach

Substantial physical improvements must be in place prior to any modification to public beach
access. Such improvements must also be in place prior to the GLO certifying any proposed
amendment to restrict vehicular traffic along the beach.

Modifications to beach access for the purpose of modifying or restricting

vehicular traffic or parking on a public beach must meet the following standards:



Resources

Downloadable version of City’s draft plan available here: http://www.galvestontx.gov/560/Coastal-Resources

http://www.galvestontx.gov/560/Coastal-Resources
http://www.glo.texas.gov/coast/coastal-management/forms/files/texas-beach-accessibility-guide.pdf
http://www.glo.texas.gov/coast/coastal-management/forms/files/texas-beach-accessibility-guide.pdf
http://www.glo.texas.gov/coast/coastal-management/forms/files/dune-protection-manual-gpb.pdf
http://www.glo.texas.gov/coast/coastal-management/forms/files/dune-protection-manual-gpb.pdf
http://galveston.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=f4108a79f2c64ca19c81dc4a15d964e5
http://galveston.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=f4108a79f2c64ca19c81dc4a15d964e5


Resources
What other resources would the Ad Hoc Committee like to
have available?
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